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 Bernie Cruse  
RARA Dance Coordinator 

Dance Instructor    

Ms. Bernie has taught Tap, Jazz and Broadway styles to children and adults in the 
Detroit area.  Her love and passion for dance transitions to students of all ages. Her 
dance career has taken her across the country, from Los Angeles to Las Vegas, New 
York City, Orlando and more. Performance credits include roles in adaptations of 
Annie, Grease, The Music Man, and West Side Story.  Her trained dancers have 
gone on to stage and screen, have been principal dancers on Disney Cruise Lines, at 
Disney theme parks, and the New York City Rockettes. Her students have gone on 
to become successful studio owners that have produced scholarship winners across 
the country.   Her students have performed in New York City, and have won        
numerous high scoring awards for their hard work. She continues to train students 
of all ages and travels the United States conducting master classes,                        
creating choreography and judging various National Dance Competitions. 

Bernie has won several special awards for her choreography throughout her career,        
including the prestigious Al Gilbert Tap Excellence Award.  She has had the privilege 
of  studying with Mr. Gilbert himself, as well as “So You Think You Can Dance”   
choreographer Mia Michaels, Greg Russell, Roland Dupree, Jackie Sleight, Mallory 
Graham and more.  She has inspired dancers to believe in themselves and that you 
can do anything, if you set your mind to it.  “Dance from your heart everyone and 
believe all things are possible!” 

Mollie Centala 
RARA Dance Coordinator 

Dance Instructor    

Miss Mollie has taught dance in the Ann Abor & Metro Detroit areas for 
close to  three decades. As the former Artistic Director of the Dexter  
School of Dance & Music (now: Michigan Academy of Dance & Music) 
she raised many successful dancers who have gained acceptance into         
prestigious university dance programs, gone onto professional          
companies, opened studios  and even become lawyers and physicians. 
She continues to dance with the Jazz & Spirit Dance Theatre of Detroit 
Adult Modern Dance Company.  She grew up dancing at Backstage 
Dance Theater with Karen Corder. Traveling to Los Angeles in the     
summer months to train at  Dupree,  The Edge, Tremaine Studio and 
Debbie Reynolds Studio with her dance sisters is her favorite adolescent 
memory.  If any of us won a     scholarship Miss Karen would take ALL of 
us to Hollywood for professional classes.  Miss Mollie’s favorite classes 
to teach are the preschoolers. It is such a special time of life, I feel very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to introduce the youngest dancers to 
the art of dance.  



Candice Durham  
RARA COMPETITION TEAM DIRECTOR ;  

 TAP,  HIP HOP & ACRO COMPETITION TEAMS TEACHER 

Dance Instructor; Modeling Instructor; Fitness Trainer  

Candice Durham is an accomplished dance professional with over 20 years 
of teaching experience in Hip Hop, Jazz, Tap, Acrobatics and Pre-School 
dance. From choreographing top overall routines at both  regional and    
national dance competitions, Candice recently won the Precision Arts    
Competition’s Best of Show for Detroit, the Industry Dance Award for Best 
Hip Hop routine, Highest Scoring Routine of the Competition Award, and 
many other special judges and adjudication awards. She has trained        
hundreds of dancers, some whom have gone to participate in dance all 
across the country. Candice is also an accomplished model with credits   
including Ford, Chevrolet, Nespresso, Celsius Energy, The National Guard, 
Silver Fox Furs, and Black Hair Magazine to name a few. In her spare time, 
she enjoys spending time with her family and traveling the world. Her latest 
travels include Cuba and Honduras. She is excited about the future of the 
team! 

Chelsey Korte 
RARA PERFORMANCE TEAM DIRECTOR &                                         
LYRICAL COMPETITION TEAM TEACHER; 

Dance Instructor, WERQ Fitness Certified  

Chelsey has trained in various types of dance for over 20 years. She has 

been a part of the Majestic Dance Ensemble for 10 years, performing a 

variety of roles in the Nutcracker. She trained at Gayle's Dance Phase as a 

competitive dancer; attending summer intensives from LA to New York, 

taking a variety of classes. Chelsey is a former NFL Cheerleader. She has 

danced professionally for 4 years. She has choreographed in all types of 

dances in which she has trained in, including Musical Theater,                  

contemporary, and modern pointe. She is also certified in WERQ  classes 

for adults. Chelsey has experience working with a wide variety of dancers 

ranging from 1-18 years old and looks forward to continuing her teaching 

career at RARA. 

Megan White  
BALLET COMPETITION TEAM TEACHER  

Dance Instructor; Pilates & Barre Certified  

Megan comes with a strong classical background in ballet, pointe, jazz, modern 

and contemporary. She has trained, danced and performed with many major 

companies including Miami City Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, The Joffrey   

Ballet, North Carolina Dance Theater and Orlando Ballet. She has also received 

training through Giordano Jazz, Hubbard Street  and Pittsburg Ballet Theatre. 

Since retiring due to injury she has had the opportunity to share her passion for 

dance through teaching. Megan is also a certified Pilates and Barre instructor.   
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Seycon Chea  
MUSICAL THEATER TEACHER  

Dance Instructor 

Miss Seycon is a passionate dancer, choreographer, vocalist and 
performer. Her genres include West African Dance, Caribbean 
Folklore, Ballet, Jazz, Tap, and Musical Theatre. She has taught 
dance, and performed all over the country, Canada, and the  
Caribbean. She is the Artistic Director of Hidaya Diaspora Dance 
Collective, and is a member of the Detroit Actor's Theatre    
Company. Seycon is excited about being a part of the RARA 
team!  

Beginning her dance education at a young age, she has studied many forms of dance.  She began focusing on 
ballet, both in the Cecchetti and Russian methods, as well as pointe technique. Liz’s  professional                 
credentials are extensive.  She has studied with the Alvin Ailey Dance Program in New York City,  performed 
as a guest dancer with EDE Motown in Motion, danced professionally with MoreDances Contemporary Dance 
Company, Vertical Ambition Dance Company,  ArtJab J Dance, and Life/Art Dance Ensemble. Additionally, she 
has toured with singer Tunde Olaniran, performing in cities throughout the United States.  Liz has performed 
as a b-girl under the name ElizaBEAST, carrying on the roots of traditional hip hop.  She has been a guest 
artist with Farmington High School, Cranbrook Schools, and the Michigan Thespian Festival.  Liz has taught 
comprehensively throughout Michigan and Colorado, including many years at the historic Village Youth    
Theatre in Birmingham.  Liz’s philosophy is one that integrates injury prevention, technique, and                  
self-expression through movement.  Liz is Level 3 certified Essentrics trainer; this method focuses on the           
elongation of the muscles through stretching and strengthening, allowing for proper alignment to facilitate,         
preventing injuries.  Liz is as well, certified in Progressing Ballet Technique and Barre Intensity.   

Liz Walker-Kreutziger 

RARA PERFORMANCE TEAM TEACHER;                          
Dance Instructor; Certified in Essentrics, Barre Intensity 
and  Progressing (Ballet) Barre Technique 

Liz graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance from 
Oakland University.  She went on to receive a Masters of 
Liberal Studies from The University of Denver in Arts     
Development and Program Management.  Her most      
Influential dance instructors include Laurie Eisenhower, 
Greg Patterson, Ali Woerner, Thayer Jonutz, Alisyn and 
Jared Hurd, and Jessica Riggs.   
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Laurel Ryan  
Dance Instructor    

Laurel has been dancing for eighteen years and teaching for three. She is 
well versed in all styles of dance.  Laurel has danced and competed all 
over the metro Detroit area. She is thoroughly enjoying  teaching at   
RARA! In addition to teaching, she is pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in Dance and Dance Education from Oakland University.  

Angelina Noll  
Dance Instructor    

 Angelina is excited to be a part of RARA’s dance program. 
She began dancing at the of 3 and has trained in several 
different styles of dance including Ballet, Jazz,                   
Contemporary, Lyrical and Hip Hop. During her 8 years in the 
pre-professional Macomb Ballet Company, she performed 
several lead and step-out roles in full-length ballets such as 
The Nutcracker, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, and 
Sleeping Beauty. She received scholarships for the Cecchetti 
Council of America’s Summer Intensive and The American 
Ballet Theatre’s Summer Intensive in 2012 and was a        
featured dance model of the Cecchetti Council of America in 
2015.  
Most recently in her dance career, Angelina is a 2015 NDTC 
National Champion in Pom and a 2017 NDTC National  
Champion in Jazz and Hip Hop with the Eisenhower High 
School Varsity Dance Team under the Universal Dance      
Association. Angelina is currently pursuing a B.S. in            
Biomedical Sciences with a Premed focus at OU. She is 
grateful for the opportunity to continue to share her  pas-
sion of dance with her students and hopes to help grow 
their confidence as young dancers. 
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Jaclyn Kausch 
Dance Instructor ; Certified Barre Fitness Instructor 

Ms. Jaclyn started dancing at the age of three. Dance is in her 
blood!! She studied dance with her mother JoAnn Cusmano and 
with her aunt at Mary Skiba School of Dance. Jaclyn also studied 
dance for many years at Marygrove College, and Jacob Lascu 
School of Ballet. She has also trained with Gregory Robinson and 
John Rodriguez and taken summer intensives with the Dayton  
Ballet. Jaclyn began teaching at the age of 16 at Mary Skiba School 
of dance, and has also taught in the Marygrove College  Children’s 
Institute Of Music and Dance. Jaclyn has also been a guest        
choreographer for various musicals and performances at local 
high schools. In addition to her training and choreography,  Jaclyn   

performed for many years in various roles in The Nutcracker Ballet with Dance Detroit at the Fox Theatre and      
Detroit Opera House. Jaclyn’s most recent performances include dancing along side Misty Copeland with the     
American Ballet Theatre in The Sleeping Beauty (2016) and Romeo and Juliet(2018). Jaclyn is also a registered nurse, 
a health educator, and a Barre Fitness instructor!  Jaclyn likes to spend her free time traveling and making memories 
with her  husband and two boys.  

 

Nancy Bara 
Dance Teacher;  Fitness Instructor   

 Nancy’s dance accreditation includes ballet studies at The Center for         
Creative Studies, along with studying jazz, lyrical and hiphop. She attended 
Actors Alliance Conservatory specializing in character enhancement and was         
featured on Fox-2 for dance and fitness plus numerous Detroit music videos 
for local artists such as “The Twins” & “MC Lite”. She performed at the      
Detroit Jazz Festivals and was on the dance team for the Detroit Rocker    
Soccer team. She has trained with Joe Tremaine, Brian Friedman and Mia 
Michaels to name a few. Nancy’s vast dance career includes work for WDIV 
Channel 4, WKBD-TV50, Fox 2, Coca-Cola, National MAAI Talent Search     
winning 2nd place for original content in commercial category, Swan Produc-
tions, Saab, Ford, GM, VW, Audi & the International Auto Show as dancer 
and spokes model. While with Stagecrafters Theatre, Nancy performed in the 
productions of “West Side Story” & was master choreographer & vocal group 

leader for the production of “Little Shop of Horrors”. Nancy has also been a national judge for KAR, Starbound & 
Hall of Fame Dance Challenge. Her studies also include the Latin, ballroom, belly dancing, merengue, salsa,     
cumbia, cha-cha, Samba as well as Bollywood. She has performed as guest entertainer for private yacht             
celebrations, as well as the Palazzo Grande with WDIV cancer benefit, Detroit Pistons half time shows, Arts, Eats 
& Beats Festival, Fox-2 for the Pink Fund foundation and has been a leader in the field of fitness. Nancy is also a 
figure bodybuilding competitor and placed 1st in masters & 2nd in open, 3rd overall in one show. She offers advice 
in diet and strength building as well as personal training and firmly believes diet is everything. Her group fitness 
classes consist of Tone & Core, Total Body Conditioning, Ballet Fit, Body Blast, Guts & Glutes and is AFAA/NASM 
Group Fitness Certified. She also has owned/operated a dance studio for 12 years and Regional Group Fitness  
Coordinator as well as Activities Director currently.  



Jessica Darland Forton 
ACRO INSTRUCTOR;                           

Dance Instructor  

 

Jessica has been dancing since the age of 8 and has extensive training in 
jazz, lyrical, tap, gymnastics, and Cecchetti ballet grades 1-5.  As a child, 
Jessica was a competitive dancer receiving several national awards and  
titles and she became an instructor in 2006 at her childhood studio.  Jessica 
began her professional career performing at Walt Disney World and       
continued her dance education at Florida School of the Arts studying jazz, 
tap, ballet, and modern. Jessica received her Associate of Arts in dance in 
2011 and her Bachelor of Science in Psychology in 2013.  During that time, 
Jessica continued to teach both recreational and competitive dance across 
the country.  In more recent years, Jessica has performed as a cheerleader 
for the NFL while continuing her education. Currently, Jessica is finishing up 
her doctorate in Physical Therapy and her MBA at the University of         
Michigan.  Jessica plans to continue teaching dance and specialize in dance 
injury prevention and rehabilitation as a physical therapist following       
graduation.  Jessica is also a wife and mother of two little girls.   
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Laura has loved dance all of her life and is so happy to be able to share 
that love of dance through Zumba.  She danced throughout her life 
and competitively in high school.  She attended a Zumba class and 
knew she wanted to become certified to teach it.  All dance levels can 
enjoy Laura’s class and they will have a great time!    



Casey  
ACRO INSTRUCTOR                          
 

Casey is so excited about teaching at RARA! She’s been immersed in the 
world of gymnastics ever since she was a toddler. She’s trained for 11 years, 
and actively competed in power tumbling for 3 years, earning national   
ranking by taking the silver medal in 2008. Casey still has a passion for    
acrobatics, which has turned into a love for teaching it to others, showing 
acro-dancers how to become strong and skilled while having fun!  
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